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Significant creations by local
artisansadd to the appreciation of
local history and heritage de-
signed into the new Mohegan Sun
at Pocono Downs casino, which
opened Thursday.

When visitors enter the newest
building in Northeastern Penn-
sylvania, their eyes are drawntoa
symbol of one of the region’s o}
dest industries, coal mining. A
sculptire celebrating the de-
manding labor required toextract
coal from the earth and process it
intothe fuel of America'sIndustri-
al Revolution stands just inside
the casino’s main entrance.

Stretching 20 feet tall, “(the
sculpture) looks like it's releasing
energy from the earth,” said Con-
rad Baut, one of its creators at the
family-owned Baut Studios in
Swoyersville.

Suspended randomly on 95 ca-
blesthat stretch from floor to ceil-
ing, 525 small chunks of artificial
rock become more refined as they
rise, changing from pure coal to
diamonds in “a spiraling, vortex
pattern,” Baut said.

The cables emerge from a base
that looks like a huge boulder of
coal. But coal fractures easily un-
der pressure, 30 the base is made
from a foam resin that normally is
used for small models of statues
to be cast in bronze or crafted
from another material.

The exposed surface is made of
poured wrethane, cast wusing
molds taken from actual coal
rocks containing the patterns of
fossilized fernleavesandbark, the
organic material that became coal
over millions of years. Some of the
master rocks came from a strip
mine on the hillside across the
street from Baut Studios.

The end result is “a surface of
coal made from coal,” said Ger-
hard Baut, Conrad’s brother and
another partner in the 81-year-old
firm.

“This was kind of a step for us,”
both in working with a new mate-
rial and insize, Gerhard Baut said.

Known mostly for its work in
stained glass, the studio has
branched out into other products
and services, mostly for the eccle-
siastical community. Some of its
work is in the Vatican's collec-
tions.

“It took these Native Ameri-
cans to see it was what was in the
ground and the people that made
the coal turninto diamonds,” Ger-
hard Baut said.

Placing the sculpture "inthe ve-
ry entrance to their home” shows
that the Mohegans “respect the
character of the people in this ar-
m.

The Bauts did not wait for the

is glad they did; he was not aware
of Baut’s capabilities beyond
stained glass and would not have
commissioned them. But it didn't
take long for him to be convinced

by their “great energy, great tal-
mt.ﬂ

Kathy Vinciarelli quizzed the
brothers about the work as they
waited to have photos taken

morning.

“I live on top of a coal mine, so I
wasreally excited to see this,” she
tors were miners.

She was the kind of critic the
Bauts welcome.

“You never know what people
will bring to the artwork,” Ger-
hard Baut said.

Four creations by Bear Creek
master woodworker EricKeil also
receive prominent display inside
the casino. Laminated from cher-
ry, Kedl crafted 64 “twisted sculp-
tures 10 feet high” that are clus-
tered in groups of 16 around co-
lumns at the two main entrances
to the gaming floor.

Keil, who typically makes high-
end custom furniture, enjoyed
both the challenge and the free-
dom of the commission.

“Mohegan Sun has been really
wonderful,” he said, noting that
was at least in part because qual-
ity and creativity were more im-
portant than pinching pennies. As
aresult, “you get todowhat you're
supposed to do., It was really fun.”
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Conrad Baut, left, and his brother Gerhard, created the coal sculp-
ture at the Mohegan Sun complex In Plains Township.
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In a photo taken in May, Gerhard Baut talks about the sculpture
that Baut Studio was creating for Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs.
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Conrad Baut, left, and Gerhard Baut Inzspect a wax Impression
made from pleces of coal. The Bauts used coal they found on a

hillside acress the road from thelr Swoyersvilie studio to create
Impressions that became & part of the sculpture.

“You never know what people will bring to the art-

work." Gerhard Baut
Co~creator of coal sculpture



